Britain, France, Germany, China, Russia, the European Union High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, and Iran. 1 It is over one hundred pages long and has five annexes; some commentators have indicated that the level of minutia and detail in this agreement is unprecedented in terms of other nuclear nonproliferation agreements throughout history. 2 Under the terms of the Agreement, Iran agreed to curb its nuclear program in exchange for the lifting of United Nations-imposed sanctions against Iran. 3 The Agreement, if successfully implemented, may represent one of President Obama's most significant foreign policy achievements and may become a cornerstone of Obama's legacy. This Article will examine the Iran Nuclear Agreement by focusing on the events which led to the imposition of sanctions against Iran and to the ultimate negotiation of this Agreement (II), the structure of the Agreement (III), and will discuss the most significant advantages and disadvantages of this somewhat risky deal (IV). This Article will conclude that the Iran Nuclear Agreement could become one of President Obama's biggest accomplishments regarding foreign policy (V).
II. Prelude: What Lead to the Agreement?
Iran signed the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons Treaty (NPT) in 1968 as a non-nuclear weapons state and ratified the NPT in 1970.
Iran's nuclear program was temporarily halted starting in 1979, when the Iranian Revolution took place, and much of Iran's nuclear talent fled the country in the wake of the Revolution. 6 The nuclear program continued to be suspended after the Revolution, because the new Iranian leader, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, was initially opposed to nuclear technology, and because Iran was engaged in a costly war with Iraq from 1980 to 1988, which effectively disabled Iran from pursuing any type of nuclear technology.
7
In the late 1980s, Iran revived its nuclear weapon program, with assistance from Pakistan, China, and Russia. Pakistan entered into a bilateral agreement with Iran in 1992, China in 1990, and Russia in 1992 and 1995.
8 While Iran has always maintained that its nuclear work was peaceful and that any nuclear programs undertaken were for civilian purposes, 9 United States' intelligence agencies suspected Iran of using the civilian nuclear program as a cover for clandestine nuclear weapons development. 10 In August 2002, an Iranian dissident group publicly revealed the existence of two undeclared nuclear facilities, the Arak heavy-water production facility and the Natanz enrichment facility. 11 Following this revelation, in February 2003, Iranian President Mohammad Khatami acknowledged the existence of these facilities but argued that Iran undertook "small-scale enrichment experiments" to produce low-enriched uranium for nuclear power plants. 12 After the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) inspectors visited Natanz, and other sites, they concluded, in a May 2003 report, that Iran violated the terms of previous nuclear agreements. 13 After several rounds of negotiations, an interim agreement on the Iranian nuclear program was signed on November 24, 2013, by the same actors that are currently parties to the Agreement: the United States, Russia, Great Britain, France, China, the European Union, and Iran. 28 The interim agreement-the Joint Plan of Action-was signed in Geneva, Switzerland.
29
It provided for a short-term suspension of portions of Iran's nuclear program in exchange for decreased economic sanctions, as the countries continued to work toward a long-term agreement. 30 The IAEA also began "more intrusive and frequent inspections" under this Interim agreement.
31
The interim agreement was formally implemented on January 20, 2014. 24. Lyons, supra note 11. After the interim agreement was activated, all relevant parties agreed to continue their talks, with the goal of reaching a long-term agreement over the subsequent months. 33 The parties reached an initial deal framework on April 2, 2015 in Lausanne, Switzerland; under this framework, Iran tentatively agreed to accept restrictions on its nuclear program for at least a decade, and to submit to an increased international inspections regime. 34 The last set of contentious negotiations took place over the course of seventeen days in Vienna, in late June and July 2015, resulting in the current Agreement, signed on July 14, 2015 and based on the April 2, 2015 framework. 35 
Timeline of Nuclear Diplomacy with Iran, ARMS CONTROL ASS'N,

III. Basics of the Agreement
Under the terms of the Agreement, Iran agreed to limit its nuclear program in several ways. First, Iran agreed to decrease its stockpile of low-enriched uranium by 98 per cent; the Agreement contemplates that this reduction will remain in place for fifteen years. 36 Moreover, during the same fifteen-year period, Iran will be limited to enriching uranium to 3.67%, a percentage sufficient for civilian nuclear power and research, but not for building nuclear weapons. 37 Second, Iran agreed to place over two-thirds of its centrifuges in storage and to limit any enrichment capacity to only the Natanz plant, which will be monitored by the IAEA. 38 This limitation will remain in place for ten years. 39 Third, Iran agreed to refrain from building any new uraniumenrichment facilities for fifteen years. 40 Under the terms of the Agreement, Iran may continue research and development work on enrichment, but that work will be restricted to the Natanz facility and will be subject to enumerated limitations for the first eight years. 41 Fourth, Iran agreed to cease enriching uranium at the Fordow facility for at least fifteen years; instead, the Fordow facility will be converted into a nuclear physics and technology center. Fordow, an underground facility, had been at the center of international anxiety because many believed that Iran was enriching uranium in centrifuges at this facility. 42 Fifth, Iran will implement an Additional Protocol agreement, which will continue in perpetuity for as long as Iran remains a party to the NPT. Iran's acceptance of the Additional Protocol is particularly important, because it represents a continuation of the monitoring and verification provisions after the entire nuclear Agreement is implemented. 43 Sixth, Iran agreed to a comprehensive inspection and verification regime by the IAEA. The IAEA will have continuous monitoring access to Iran's declared nuclear sites, such as Natanz and Fordow. 44 The IAEA inspection team will consist of 150 inspectors, which prior to the Agreement, the inspection team had comprised of only 50 inspectors. The Agreement also authorizes the IAEA to use various types of sophisticated monitoring technology, such as fiber-optic seals on equipment that can electronically send information to the IAEA, infrared satellite imagery to detect covert sites, environmental sensors that can detect minute signs of nuclear particles, tamper-resistant, radiation-resistant cameras, as well as computerized accounting programs to gather information and detect anomalies, and big data sets on Iranian imports, to monitor dual-use items. 45 In addition to monitoring Case 46 Experts estimate that under these restrictions Iran's "break-out" time-the time needed to build a nuclear weapon -will increase from two to three months to an entire year. 47 The estimated one year break-out time would remain in place for ten years, but could significantly decrease by the Agreement's expiration date in fifteen years. 48 Finally, the Agreement provides a dispute resolution procedure for when a party to the Agreement suspects that Iran is not complying with the terms of the Agreement. Ultimately, "[t]he deal lays out a scheme in which if there is a dispute about Iran meeting its obligations, the full U.N. Security Council would 'vote on a resolution to continue the sanctions lifting. '" 49 This is what the Obama Administration refers to as "snap-back" sanctions. 50 In exchange for its compliance with the Agreement, Iran will benefit from suspension and termination of various economic and nuclear sanctions. First, the Agreement contemplates that no new United Nations or European Union nuclear-related sanctions or 
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77 restrictive measures will be imposed. 51 After the IAEA issues a report verifying Iran's implementation of the nuclear-related measures, the United Nations' sanctions against Iran will terminate, and some European Union sanctions will terminate or be suspended. 52 Moreover, the United States promised to stop imposing nuclear-related sanctions against Iran at some point in the first half of 2016. 53 Most importantly for Iran, once these various sanctions are lifted, Iran will be positioned to recover approximately $100 billion of its assets frozen in overseas banks. 54 Sanctions for ballistic missile technologies will remain in place for another eight years, and similar sanctions on conventional weapon sales will remain for five years. 55 However, all other United States sanctions against Iran relating to human rights abuses, missiles, and support for terrorism will not be affected by the Agreement, and will likely remain in place. 56 These sanctions are deemed to be more stringent because many have so-called extra-territorial effect and apply worldwide.
IV. (Dis)Advantages of the Agreement
The most important advantages of the Iran Nuclear Agreement, if successfully implemented, are that Iran's break-out time will be augmented to one year, and that Iran will be subject to various inspections and verification programs by the international community over the next fifteen years. 57 While some argue that the Agreement only postpones Iran's ability to manufacture a nuclear weapon by fifteen years, others emphasize that this result is nonetheless more advantageous than the pre-Agreement situation, where Iran may have 
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been just months shy of having a nuclear arm. Moreover, it is entirely plausible that Iran will cease the production of nuclear weapons altogether and indefinitely, in light of ongoing inspections and verifications imposed by the Agreement, and encouraged by the lifting of various international sanctions as a result of compliance. In addition, many in the international community believe that the most important feature of the Iran Nuclear Agreement is that Iran will, once again, become re-engaged in the international arena. Because the Agreement provides for the lifting of various economic sanctions that crippled Iran's economy for decades, Iran has every incentive to comply with the terms of the Agreement and to attempt to rebuild not just its economy, but also a reputation as a non-rogue world player. Reports hail the deal, writing that "One of the most important implications of the comprehensive nuclear agreement between Tehran and the great powers is the renewed faith in the power of diplomacy."
58
The clearest disadvantage of the Agreement is its limited duration. As discussed above, most inspections and limitations on Iran's nuclear program will cease after the first fifteen years, and most experts concede that Iran's break-out time will return to its current two-three month frame. 59 Additionally, the Agreement contains several provisions that the United States and its allies may view as concessions or mini "victories" for Iran. For example, the Agreement allows Iran to continue enriching uranium for non-military purposes.
60
This provision can be interpreted as giving Iran approval to maintain a small-scale nuclear program. Critics of the deal have pointed out that the Agreement does not dismantle Iran's nuclear program altogether, and that Iran could, in fifteen years, resume operating a larger military-purpose oriented nuclear production. 61 Moreover, under the terms of the Agreement, IAEA inspectors will have continuous access to declared nuclear sites, but will have to ask Iran's permission to visit any non-declared sites. Iran will not be required to grant access for several weeks, which may enable it to hide and remove any forbidden nuclear production items. 62 Finally, critics of the deal have 59. For a detailed discussion of the Agreement's duration, see supra Part III.
60. See, e.g., Peralta, supra note 3.
61. See Peralta, supra note 3 (even President Obama has conceded that, at the expiration of the Agreement in 15 years, Iran's break-out time could return to zero).
62. See supra Part III.
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emphasized that snap-back sanctions, which would be re-imposed on Iran if it violates the terms of the Agreement, are not automatic. 63 In fact, under the terms of the Agreement, a party to the Agreement may refer a potential violation thereof to the Security Council, which will have thirty days to adopt a resolution to continue the lifting of sanctions. If such a resolution is not adopted within thirty days, then pre-Agreement nuclear sanctions would automatically be re-imposed. 64 The effect of this rule is that any permanent member of the Security Council (the U.S., Britain, China, Russia and France) can veto any ongoing sanctions relief, but no member can veto the re-imposition of sanctions. 65 Moreover, Iran has stated that in such a case, it would cease performing its nuclear obligations under the Agreement. Critics of the Agreement have argued that because the Agreement provides that Iran could treat reinstatement of sanctions (in part or entirely) as grounds for leaving the agreement, the United States and other parties to the Agreement will be reluctant to impose "snap-back" sanctions for smaller violations. One critic remarked, "the only thing you'll take to the Security Council are massive Iranian violations, because you're certainly not going to risk the Iranians walking away from the deal and engaging in nuclear escalation over smaller violations."
66
The International Community has widely accepted the Agreement with all its relative advantages and disadvantages. 67 In the United States, however, it remains to be seen whether President Obama will be able to persuade the American Congress and public on the merits of this now infamous Agreement.
V. Post-Agreement: Implementation and Obama's Legacy?
The Security Council and the European Union approved the Agreement; moreover, President Obama signed the Agreement as an President Obama will most certainly veto Congressional disapproval. Congress will need a vote by two-thirds of both houses of Congress to override President Obama's veto. 71 Because it is extremely unlikely that Congress will be able to override the presidential veto, it is highly probable that the Agreement will become part of American law. As such, this Agreement may constitute the hallmark of President Obama's diplomatic efforts and achievements.
In urging Congress to approve the Agreement, President Obama stated; "If we don't choose wisely, I believe future generations will judge us harshly, for letting this moment slip away." 72 The legacy of the Obama presidency may lie in this diplomatic achievement-Iran's re-engagement in the international arena and the end of worldwide speculations that the Iranian rogue regime was secretly building a nuclear weapon. President Obama himself has argued that the success of this Agreement should not be assessed by whether the Iranian regime is ultimately transformed, but by the more modest goal of the Agreement, which was to stop Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon. However, it may be that the Obama legacy, in terms of foreign relations with Iran, will depend on this Agreement's ability to steer Iran toward a more democratic form of governance. 73 As Thomas Friedman recently opined, "I suspect [President Obama's] legacy on this issue will ultimately be determined by whether the deal does, in the long run, help transform Iran, defuse the U.S.-Iran Cold War and curtail the spread of nuclear weapons in the Middle East -not foster their proliferation." Only time will tell whether President Obama was correct in steering the nation toward the Agreement. His legacy will, in many ways, depend on the shrewdness of this particular political calculus.
VI. Conclusion
In defending the Agreement, President Obama argued "this deal will make America and the world safer and more secure."
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